
 

 

 

Those in attendance included: 

(Elected Members) (Appointed Members)  

Larry Ramaekers (term ends 2019) Fr. Loras Grell 

Linda McQuiston (term ends 2020) Diane Schleichardt  (Parish Bookkeeper & Sec.) 

Jill Myers (term ends 2021)  

Al Cudly  (term ends 2018)  

  

  

 
 

The meeting began at 7 p.m. with an opening prayer. 

 

Father Grell shared excerpts from the book Roman Pilgrimage, the Station Churches  by George Weigel.  

The book is a day by day journey to 40 historic churches which takes the pilgrim back to the very first 

centuries of Christian life in the city.   
 

Minutes were read.  Al Cudly commented on the CPR and AED training paragraph, saying the training 

attempt fell apart as the interested parties was down to two people.   Jill motioned to approve the minutes 

as read and Linda seconded.  Approved. 

 

The conversation then turned to the date of terms ending. Looking back at old minutes, it was determined 

that a term ends at the end of the fiscal year.  Al Cudly’s term will then end on June 30, 2018. 

 

A copy of the most recent financials was passed out to the members.  Motion by Linda to approve, 

seconded by Al.  Approved. 

 

 For the council’s information, an interest expense sheet was handed out representing approximate interest 

cost through March.  The process of booking the principal only payments and interest expense by the 

finance department at the Diocese needed further explanation.  Tracy Lockwood, head of the finance 

department at the Diocese will be contacted.   

 

Via email, Greg Bonifas reported there was no urgent maintenance work.   Spring cleaning and mulching 

needs to be done and some landscaping to prevent water from seeping down the walls of the basement in 

the rectory.  
 

For the record, it was reported that Greg Bonifas contacted Mr. Willis to submit a Certificate of Liability 

for the church files.  No other certificates have been received.   
 

Discussion was held and concerns cleared on the January attendance of Sarah Rohrs.   Father Grell had 

invited Sarah to the St. Mary's Parish Council and St. Joseph's Altar Society to explain how Bishop 

Conley has made changes to financial reporting and accounting since the Priests' Study Day in 

September, 2016.  Father acknowledged that Sarah's presentation, in her own words, caused members to 

become defensive; this was not his intention. He asked for feedback from the January meeting.   

 

Feedback included: 

 

 What are the distinctions of responsibilities and expectations when comparing the Parish Council 

to the Finance Council? 

 Is the Parish Council still being asked to make motions and give votes on agenda items brought 

forward? 

 The administration and procedures of a church council as compared and contrasted to secular 

institutions was discussed.
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 Father Grell is more involved and presenting more details on the administration of the parish than previous 

pastors.  As the Diocese had shown trust in the Parish Council to advise and assist with crucial procedures and 

execution of decisions for the building expansion and church re-orientation, and in other operational matters, was 

the Council now being asked to take a smaller role? 

 Parishioners expect the Parish Council members to be knowledgeable of administration and direction being taken 

by the pastor.  Is this expectation of the Council members still a part of their responsibilities and expectations? 

 

 Father's response to the feedback included these points: 

 

 It has been a struggle for him to adjust to the workings of the Parish Council, and Finance Council, compared to 

his previous experience of these councils in parishes he has served. 

 He realizes the difference in style of his pastoral leadership compared to previous pastors; taking account of this, 

Father re-iterated how seriously he received the financial mandate given by Bishop Conley to priests at the Study 

Day in September, 2016.  He saw inviting Sarah to speak to the Council as part of his vision toward advancing St. 

Mary's to be prepared for changes implemented by His Excellency for financial reporting and accountability. 

 Father indicated that he wishes for the Council to make motions and give votes.  He has difficulty at meetings in 

matching his thoughts and vision with his outward spoken words and body language, so please be patient with 

their important advisory role as he gets to know the parish and the parish gets to know him.  Father appreciates 

their willingness to serve and needs them. 

 The feedback given and received in regard to the January meeting and Sarah's message seemed to bring a greater 

certitude of purpose, for Father and for the Council.  While resolution of all issues revealed during this evening's 

discussion period will be ongoing, Father sensed a greater comfort from Council members as to their important 

collaborative efforts with him. 
 

Father explained the Catholic Mutual Group “Church Intruder Security” and the possible ways to insure the security of the 

parishioners during Mass.  Some items mentioned were:  conceal carry, hire law enforcement, use parishioners employed 

by law enforcement, delegate certain people to be on the watch for suspicious activity or actions and possibly locking 

doors after Mass has started.   

 

The option of putting the current people doing church cleaning, mowing and rectory cleaning on payroll versus requiring 

these people to supply a certificate of liability was presented to the council. After researching the cost of the insurance, 

and speaking with four out of the six people involved, it was the general consensus that this would more than likely be a 

burden to them, outweighing the income they make doing their jobs for a year.    Further information on what it would 

cost the parish to put them on payroll was needed.  The discussion was tabled.  More information will be gathered for the 

next council meeting.  

 

On the topic of whom to hire to mow and keep the lawn this year, Father Grell expressed his support for Mr. Dan Hain.  

Council members supported his decision and Father will contact Mr. Hain on his decision.  

 

A proposal to use scrip card sales “profit” as an extra principal payment on the building loan was made.  The consensus 

was of approval as long as the cash flow was not in jeopardy to pay other bills and at Father Grell’s discretion.  

 

Al Cudly will contact Keith Wasem on the lawn care service, if any, that Keith would provide.  

 

There was no Altar Society, Knights of Columbus or CCD reports.  

 

Upcoming events included Holy Week activities and Masses, Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday, the Godteens Hamburger 

feed and First Holy Communion.   

 

The next Parish Council meeting was set for April 12, 2018 at 7 p.m. 

 

Father led the closing prayer. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 


